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Wichita’s First Orthodox Baptism:
A Reporter’s Bemused Account
WICHITA DAILY BEACON Monday, August 29, 1904
Anointed with oil and immersed six
times, three Syrian children were
consecrated by Priest George Maloof
of 38 Edinboro Street, Boston, Mass.,
in a store room in the Sunflower block
on West Douglas avenue yesterday
afternoon at 3 o’clock.
It was the first baptism ever performed by an [Orthodox]
priest in Wichita.
The children who were baptized and consecrated [chrismated] were Thomas [Ayoub] Ioup, age 4 years; Madelina Ayoub, age 6 months; Mary Ayoub, age 2 years. Their
parents are Mr. and Mrs. Mike Ayoub, who live on West
Douglas Avenue in the Syrian colony.
Father George Maloof came to Wichita from Boston last
Thursday to perform the baptismal ceremony. A number
of Americans were invited to witness it. Following the baptism the father invited friends of the family to his home last
night and the event was celebrated according to Syrian
form. The evening was one of pleasure making and wishing joys and blessings upon the consecrated children.
The Syrian form of baptism differs from all others. The
room in which the ceremony was performed was perfumed by the burning of incense. The children were
presented by godfathers and godmothers. Passages of
scripture were read from the Greek Bible and at times
responses were made by those in attendance.
A few Americans who had been asked to attend curiously
looked on as the priest drew the crucifix across the foreheads of the children. Each of the candidates was taken
by the priest and, holding the child before him, he blew on
its forehead and around it, as if vanquishing something
unseen. With a small brush the body of the child was then

touched in spots with holy oil.
Next the clothing was removed from each and, naked
and squalling, the tiny mites
of humanity were ducked
three times in a wash tub of
the consecrated water. This
wasn’t done Methodist fashion, either. The most devoted
hardshell Baptist could not
have objected to this part of
the ceremony, for the infants,
Father George Maloof
in spite of vigorous protests,
were forced under water and their tiny bodies came up
dripping and looking for all the world like kicking frogs.
Even the babe of six months was thus immersed and
spectators, unused to such drastic observances, were
stirred with pity for the little one. The initial plunge came
head first; then the feet went in, so that no part of the
body remained dry.
Following this first part of the ceremony more reading was done from the Greek Bible and more incense
burned. This second part of the ceremony was for the
consecration [chrismation] proper. The crucifix was
waved around and over the water into which the children
were to be immersed. Then the oil of consecration was
brought. This comes from the Holy Land...
Taking a small brush, the priest dipped it into the oil and
beginning on the child’s forehead, the body was brushed
with oil. Then followed the three final immersions. Each
child was held under water a second at each immersion.
Thus ended the ceremony of baptism. The children were
returned to their parents and the congregation was dismissed with a Greek benediction.
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March is Antiochian
Women’s Month
Nurturing the Seeds of
Orthodoxy Across North America

Presanctified Pot Luck Suppers
Please remember to bring a dish to
share on these Wednesdays

Many Years!

Bulletin Board

Mabrook! Blessings !
Christopher Bassem Chehab
(son of Bassem & Sanaa Chehab)

Holy Saturday & Pascha

March 7 @ St. Mary Church - Do Not Bring
March 14
Thursday, March 22
March 28 - HERE with St. Mary

GREAT FRIDAY VIGIL
Apr 7 • 9:30a Vesperal Divine Liturgy
11:00p Rush Service & Orthros
Apr 8 • 12:00a Divine Liturgy
1:00p Agape Vespers

Paschal Baskets

You are encouraged to bring
a basket of your favorite desserts, meats and wines with
you to the Paschal Liturgy. They are to be placed in
the baptismal area and will be blessed at the conclusion of the Liturgy.
All are more than WELCOME to participate in the
Holy Friday All Night Vigil! A sign-up board is placed
by the Chapel for sign-ups.

DOWAMA Secretary Drue Ashton
with new friends at Antiochian Village

MARCH

FASTING

The Great Fast continues through this month
which we abstain from all meats, dairy products,
and flesh fish. Fish is allowed following the
Divine Liturgy for the Feast of the Annunciation
on March 25.
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Letter from Patriarch of Antioch

By the Grace of God
John X
Patriarch of the Orthodox Church of Antioch

To my Brothers, the Hierarchs and Shepherds of the Holy Church of Antioch,
My Spiritual Children throughout the Apostolic See,
My Brethren and beloved Spiritual Children:
It gives me a great pleasure as we are on the threshold of these holy days; I add my voice to the voices of your
hearts. I also pray for the peace of the world and for the welfare of all men. We are entering into this blessed season. We offer our prayer for those who have departed from us and offer our intercessions to our Lord and Creator to
bless our lives by His holy name.
Lent is the queen of virtues. This is what we pray in the Orthros of the Meat Fare Sunday; we invite the faithful to
receive Lent as queen over our souls, leading them to the shores of salvation:
“Let us go before, O brethren and cleanse ourselves for the queen of virtues; for behold she hath come bringing
to us a fortune of good deeds; quenching the uprisings of passion and reconciling the wicked to the Master. Let us
welcome her, therefore, shouting to Christ God, O thou who rose from the dead, keep us uncondemned, who glorify
thee, O thou who alone art sinless.”(Doxastikon of the Praises)
Lent is a means to surrender the hardness of the body to God’s abundant mercies. Through fasting, passions are
extricated from the soul, so we may experience the warmth of love. Lent is the queen of virtues in as much as we
eradicate the evils from our souls and wash them with pure waters of repentance, so we may bring peace and love
to others. Love is the summit of all treasures. Fasting is a true expression of love, and the best tool that enables
us to remove the passions of animosity and pride, and sharpen the soul with charity and giving, and wash it with
repentance and humility, so that the light of the resurrection of Christ may transfigure in it.
The season of Great Lent is a journey of reconciliation with the Creator, with yourself, and with the other as well; it
is a journey of forgiveness. Today, the human person in the world seeks reconciliation and forgiveness. The Holy
Church seeks repentance as reconciliation with the Creator, and forgiveness with the our fellowmen; it is an oblation
of giving thanks and glory to the Lord of the heavens, who will be pleased to see us as real brothers in humanity.
The Great Lent is the baptismal font which leads us to resurrection with Christ; this journey begins with the PreLenten period, in the humility of the Publican and in the return of the Prodigal Son, as a symbol of man’s return to
the heavenly bosom. Lent is abstinence from food so we may feed the poor and the needy. Fasting focuses on the
realm of the soul, represented in the holy icon as the image of the divine glory. The soul seeks the grace divine
without which she cannot enter the bridal-chamber of the Master. She can bypass all difficulties by the power of the
Cross, climbing the ladder of virtues by the tears of her repentance, and focusing on the haven of the divine mercy.
True fasting prepares the inner being of the soul, so the Lord may reside in its innermost depth and move forward,
continues next page
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Letter from Patriarch of Antioch ... continued
fastened on her Master who destroyed death and bestowed the shining robe of the resurrection on her.
We have come during these blessed days while the East is under the burden of its own cross. We have come while
the world is seeking lost peace and is confused in much fear. We have come while we are drowned in the concerns
of life and existential despair. However, all that will not prevent us from penetrating our predicaments and from falling down before God, so He may grant us peace, consolation, and heavenly joy.
It is about time that the Golgotha of the East be buried under the footstep of the resurrection. Since the dawn of
history, our region has paid the blood and souls of its children as a ransom of war and destruction. We call on all
peoples of this region and in all countries to meet together and reject anti-religious Takfirism, which is condemned
by words and by culture, and keep the inner unity. We, as Christians, have been and continue to be indigenous
elements of this region and of our social structures to which we belong; we have a basic role in building bridges of
interaction with the other and together carry the burdens of all.
We pray for peace in Syria, and for the stability of Lebanon; we pray for Iraq and Egypt, Palestine and Jordan, and
for the whole world. We pray that peace will triumph over aggression, and that peace will reach into people’s hearts,
as conferences are being held for that purpose. As Christians, we are rooted in the East, in the land where Christ
was born and whose face will not disappear. The face of Christ is rooted in His birthplace: Palestine. The status and
destiny of Jerusalem will not be subject to politics, as it continues to be the goal of all people, especially Christians
and Muslims.
Again, we must focus on the status of the two Archbishops of the city of Aleppo, which is reduced as an example
of oppression against human beings in this part of the world. Their kidnapping has become a product and an issue
in the midst of the market of interests. The two Archbishops Paul and Youhanna were kidnapped in April 2013, and
we continue waiting with all those of goodwill, until their file is resolved. What is painful and saddening is that kind
of international ignoring or pretending of inability of resolve this issue, in the utmost silence of the world community
towards their issue summarizing that of all those who are kidnapped. We pray for them: for all kidnapped, sufferers,
martyrs, and those who are forced to leave their homes, as a result of war, terrorism, religious Takfirism.
We represent this genuine continuation of the East, its being and long history. From the East, our Antiochian children
immigrated to all countries in the world, carrying their Gospel and their Church, against all odds. In the East, we
stand immovable despite all circumstances, with nostalgia for the remains of our fathers, and the memories of our
childhood. In the East, we have been fed our love to our homeland with milk from the breasts of our mothers. Nothing will separate us from our land, for in ‘her’ we dedicate our hearts and beings.
I appeal to you in God’s peace and love, asking Him to bestow His mercies on your hearts and fill your being with
His heavenly joy; for He is blessed forever. Amen.

Issued from our Patriarchal Headquarters
Damascus, February 11th, 2018
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Missions Trip to Kenya

Missions Dinner for “Project Kenya” July 19-31, 2018

You’ve seen
the
cookie-table
in
Fellowship
Hall in recent weeks.
Our young
people are
working and
anticipating their trip with
their families to help build
classrooms for St. Makarios’ Orphanage and School,
and teach about the Orthodox faith to the staff and
kids. What a life-changing
ministry-opportunity
for
them!

cooked for us a year
or two ago, they
thanked US for giving
them the opportunity
to share their culture!
They’re awesome to
do so again!

Please join us
for our Kenyan Meal and Cultural Fair,

Sunday March 25, following Divine Liturgy
There will be delicious Kenyan food and dancing
from the Congo!

There will be thirteen St. George parishioners
traveling to Kenya in July! Friends of the Cathedral-Esther Karioke and friends from the Wichita African
Union, along with dancers from the Congo--will cook
delicious food for us and dance for us!! When they
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Please mark your calendars and join us for
this multi-cultural celebration of Orthodoxy,
as we raise funds for
our St. George parishioners’ short-term-missions trip, and please
pray about your invest-

ment in this amazing opportunity for St. George
families! You may not be
able to go physically, but
you can send your heart!

MAR 2018
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Footsteps to the Holy Land
Package Price includes:
• Roundtrip Airfare - from Chicago, IL (other cities available)
• All nights accommodations in double occupancy luxury hotels
• Breakfast, lunch and dinner daily
• 13 days sightseeing in modrn air conditioned private bus
• English/Arabic speaking government licensed Christian tour guide
on duty
• Special Eucharist Celebration
• And much more!

Food for the Hungry
“When you see a poor person,
remember the words of our Lord
Jesus Christ by which He declared
that it is He, Himself who is fed.
For though that which appears
be not Christ, yet in that person’s
form, it is Christ Himself who
receives and begs.”
— St. John Chrysostom,
“Homilies on Mathew” #78.
We urge you, during this season of prayer, self-discipline and fasting, to be very generous in your
contribution to this campaign. As we practice the virtues which cleanse our souls, let us not forget or
refrain from the “greatest of the virtues.” As important as prayer and fasting are, they are of no avail
to us if we fail to give to those in need.
If you would like to give, please make your check payable to St. George Cathedral - earmark “FFHP”
Vol. 27 • No. 3
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Community Corner
Community Support

by Traci Spencer

we’d love to have you join us!
“for I was hungry and you gave Me drink; I was a
stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you
clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in
prison and you came to Me”
— Matthew 25: 35-36

Next Meeting Tuesday, March 13th
12:00 noon in the conference room.
We would love to have you join us!!
We meet every Tuesday of every month.

Completed Projects
THE LORD’S DINER

On Sunday, February 18th, St. George volunteers
served meals to the homeless in our community at the
Broadway location.

Also, there is a list of volunteer needs for Center of
Hope on the bulletin board. Please see how you can
bless your neighbor in need.

WARMING SOULS CENTER

VA HOSPITAL - VETERANS LIVING IN POVERTY

On Tuesday, February 27, St. George volunteers served
casseroles, salad, and chocolate chip cookies to homeless men in our community.

What’s Coming Up ???
LENTEN DRIVE FOR CENTER OF HOPE

During the Lenten season, our parish will be collecting
new towels, used and new blankets, new and used
dishes, glasses, and cookware for women and children
escaping abusive situations. Please put your items
in the marked boxes outside the church office. The
Center of Hope is so grateful to be partnering with St.
George in helping people in our community in great
need. Their mission is to prevent homelessness and
share the love of Christ!

St. George is purchasing a $1,000 in Merry Maid vouchers to help veterans meet inspections to maintain their
housing.

THE LORD’S DINER

On Sunday, March 18th, St. George volunteers will be
serving the homeless in our community at the Broadway location. Please let Pat Milburn know if you can
help serve at 265-1380. You can get your Food Handler’s Card online for $10 or attend one of the weekly
classes at the Health Department.

Great Lent: The Witness of the Martyrs
Only those who “rejoice in the Lord,” and for whom
Christ and His Kingdom are the ultimate desire and
joy of their existence, can joyfully accept the fight
against evil and sin and partake of the final victory.
This is invoked and praised in special hymns every
day in Lent. For martyrs are precisely those who
preferred Christ to everything in this world including life itself, who rejoiced so much in Christ that
they could say, as St. Ignatius of Antioch while dying
said: “Now I begin to live . . .” They who have seen
it and tasted of it are capable of that ultimate surrender. They are our companions, our inspirations
during Lent which is our fight for the victory of the
divine, the heavenly, and the eternal in us.
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Breathing one hope, beholding
one sight,
You, suffering martyrs, found
death to be the way of life...
Dressed in the armor of faith,
Armed with the sign of the Cross,
You were soldiers worthy of God!
Manfully you opposed the tortures,
Crushing the Devil’s deceits;
Victors you were, worthy of crowns.
Pray to Christ that He save our souls...
— from “Great Lent”
by Alexander Schmemann
MAR 2018

Save The Date

For St. George Cathedral’s Centennial Celebration

in the Cathedral Parking Lot
11:00a - 2:00p.
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Centennial Celebration
may 5-6 • 2018

Join us for Food, Fun & Fellowship!

Centennial Gala

at the Wichita Marriott
Kansas Grand Ballroom
5:00p Cocktails
6:00p Banquet & Dance

Reserve your table after church beginning
March 18 or by calling Grace at St George

Join our sister parish on
Friday evening, May 4,
for their Mediterranean
Festival Hafli from
6:00-10:00p.
Visit stmarywichita.org
for more information!
You are invited to join Metropolitan JOSEPH, Bishop BASIL, the clergy
and parishioners of St. George Cathedral as we commemorate this
historic occasion. More details to come!
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