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The year was 1948. Young servicemen such as Bill 
Ayesh, Dick Ayesh, and Howard Jett were back home 
after helping America win the war. The Wichita 
economy was booming. Lebanese proprietors en-
joyed new-found prosperity after years of wartime 
rationing and the trials of the Great Depression.

For three decades the St. George community had 
worshipped at its humble church on South Handley 
Street. “The floors were wood with wooden benches,” 
Bob Bayouth recalled, “and there was no running water.” 
Heat came from a coal-fired stove. The church was no 
bigger inside than the Riverside Café on West 13th, and 
often crowded. 

Here, Lebanese immigrants had welcomed a new 
American-born generation into the Orthodox faith. 
With no room for a Sunday school, children were cate-
chized at home—and often baptized there, just as they 
had been before 1918. Baptisms at church involved “a 

Looking Back Seventy Years:
A New Church Opens as a New Generation Comes of Age

galvanized metal tub, three feet across and may-
be two feet deep.” There was no church hall for a 
family celebration. 

Thus, when Met. Antony Bashir visited Wichita in 
1938, he came to the Bayouth home to baptize 
their newest son, with a large formal dinner to fol-
low. The 1945 baptisms of cousins Brenda, Bill, and 

Gloria Farha also took place in a more comfortable set-
ting, the Broadview Hotel.

Now, in 1948, members of the American-born generation 
were graduating from high school in large numbers.  An 
explosion of weddings (and a baby boom) was on the ho-
rizon. Philip Laham was courting a charming Canadian, 
Alice Acal. Herb Cohlmia would soon be introduced to 
Jean Cohlmia, a beauty queen from Enid, Oklahoma. 

American converts began to enter St. George through mar-
riage. That year, Tonya Barris wed dashing Navy veteran 

On the roster of adult members at St. George in 1948 were Bill Ayesh, Bob Bayouth, Lindy Bayouth, Farris Razook 
(first to be married at Walnut Street), Elva Elkouri, Nahia Farha, Freeda David, and Vivian Razook.
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Bullet in Board
Memory Eternal

Karen Bridge 4/15
(wife of David Bridge, 

stepmother of Traci Spencer)

 Mabrook! Blessings !
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Christian Nassif
Christelle Nassif

Drue Ashton Owen
Madeline Osornio

Seleste Jabara

Class of 2018

Join US! May 20
to Honor Our Cathedral Graduates and for the 
presentation of the Kouri/Cohlmia Scholarships

 AntiochiAn Women GrAnts
are available to the women of our Archdiocese 
who wish to continue their education in order 

to improve their circumstances and those of 
their families. Please contact the Cathedral office for Grant 
Application and more information. All applications must be 
received by June 1, 2018

       When offerinG
       holy BreAd 

The limit for the total amount of names is
24 for the living and 

24 for the dead.

This means: 3 families offering – 8 names each; 
2 families – 12 names each; 1 family – 24 names.
Please prioritize the list of names by the following:

	 •			Immediate	family	members		
	 •			Godchildren
	 •			Those	in	special	need	of	God’s	mercy	
	 •			Orthodox	Christians

Thank you for your consideration. 

Cooper Euthymius Dunlavy, 4/8
and Andrew Bayless

Eloise Malone in Ottawa, Canada, 4/14

Emily Henry and 
Kaylea Knappenberger, 4/8

May 
During this period, the normal fasting traditions 
are observed: abstain from meat, poultry and 
dairy products on Wednesdays and Fridays. There 
is no fasting Wednesday May 30th. 

FASTING

~Cultivating Christian Character~

   Wednesday, May 2
THOUGHTs MaTTeR

 
Wednesday, May 9

WHaT is cHRisTian lOve?

Wednesday, May 16
BecOMinG a PeaceaBle PeRsOn

Wednesday, May 23
eMPaTHy FOR OTHeRs

Note: The order of presentations listed above 
is subject to change.  All discussions take place following 

Vespers on Wednesday evenings at 7:15.

continuing catechesis
              spring series
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New Iconography

Last month, Archbishop Gregory, Bishop John, and Hi-
erodeacon Paul from Dormition Skete in Buena Vista, 
Colorado, came to our Cathedral to install three new 
icons. Two icons can be seen on either side of the al-
tar: above the vestry closet the monks installed The 
Hospitality of Abraham. This icon depicts the events 
of Genesis 18 when three angels visited Abraham and 
Sarah, telling them that they would have a son. These 
three angels are understood to be a representation 
of the Trinity. The second icon mirrors the location of 
the first on the other side of the altar. This icon of the 
Sacrifice of Abraham is located directly above the pros-
thesis table and depicts the events of Genesis 22 when 
God asks Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac. At the last 
moment an angel stops Abraham from performing this 
sacrifice, and Abraham offers a ram instead. This offer-
ing points to Jesus Christ, who, in the words of one of 
our prayers, is the one who “offers and is offered,” the 
one who “accepts and is distributed.”

Icon Installation Continues

The third icon installed by the monks during this visit 
is the icon of the Dormition, which can be seen in 
the lunette above the cry room in the balcony area. 
The Dormition, which depicts the falling asleep of the 
Theotokos, is purposefully positioned on the West 
wall, directly opposite the icon of the Theotokos 
on the East wall in the Sanctuary apse. That icon of 
Mary—More Spacious Than the Heavens—shows her 
holding Christ on her lap. She is the Temple of the un-
containable God! In the Dormition icon, it is Mary—
her soul, wrapped in swaddling bands—who is in the 
bosom of Christ. Mary is being born into life eternal. 
Just as she welcomed the Christ-child, now Christ is 
welcoming her into his glory. This is the future that 
awaits all of us who receive the Word of God in our 
hearts and are born of water and the spirit (Jn 3:5). 
Inspired by this hope, we leave the nave of the church 
and prepare to reenter the world.

The 
Dormition

of the 
Theotokos

The Hospitality of AbrahamThe Sacrifice of Abraham
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Centenn ia l . . .  cont in ued

By now most of you will have noticed that a 
Wichita Police Officer is present at the Cathe-
dral on Sunday mornings.  The officer’s name 
is Steve Thornton.  Steve is a 12 year veteran 
of the WPD.  In addition to his routine duties, 

he is a member of the bomb squad.  He likes to travel and 
also enjoys poetry. He often attends local “poetry jams”.  
Steve attended Friends University.  He has found the 
people at St.George welcoming and enjoys his time here.
Steve is present from 8:30 to 12:30 on Sunday and his 
duties include surveillance of the area (including the park-
ing lot) as well as assuring that the perimeter of the build-
ing is secured during services.  

An officer was hired as a result of a general review and 
update of security procedures for the Cathedral by the 
Parish Council.  The unfortunate shooting events across 
the country prompted the Council to undertake this re-

Howard Jett, and in 1955 Lt. Dick Ayesh would tie the knot 
with svelte blond Mid Lewis.

A Capital Campaign, 1940s style

With the war now over, the families of St. George “were 
inspired by the love of God to collect money for the con-
struction of a new church and parish hall” at the corner 
of Texas and Walnut Street. The new brick church would 
have modern heating and cooling, a baptismal font with 
running water, a hall for receptions and dinners, and an 
educational wing for much-needed Sunday school class-
es. There would even be a church kitchen.

For over a decade the ladies of St. George had been con-
tributing proceeds from the annual Big Dinner to the 
church building fund. Since the Handley Street church 
had no real kitchen, “they cooked all the food in their 
own homes and brought it to church” to sell, Judy Stanley 
explained. Every dish was a labor of love.

Starting in 1946, fundraising began in earnest. Fr. George 
Cohlmia walked the Delano neighborhood to gather 
pledges from parishioners, raising almost $19,000. Non-
Orthodox businesses were also solicited: the Wichita 
Beacon, for example, gave $500. Treasurer B.F. Farha or-
ganized an oriental rug raffle in 1947, with parishioners 
selling tickets at $1 per chance. 

Since Fr. George had no car, he relied on parish coun-
cil members for transportation as far as Oklahoma 

and Texas. Katherine Taylor Abraham recalled that her 
brother, parish trustee Harry Taylor, traveled to “New 
York and to Chicago to visit Lebanese merchants to col-
lect money for the new building. He came back with 
many checks, and happy.”  

Sadly, neither Harry Taylor nor Fr. George Cohlmia lived 
to see the new church finished. But the sacrifices they 
offered and their investment in future generations bore 
fruit on April 25, 1948, as the church celebrated its first 
divine liturgy at Texas and Walnut on Pascha. 

Celebrating the Founders, 40 Years Later

After four decades of weddings, baptisms, and faithful 
Sunday worship, St. George prepared in 1989 to move 
into a new church temple, this time on the east side. On 
October 29 a parish banquet honored those adult mem-
bers who helped open the doors of the Walnut Street 
Church in 1948. 

“So many people were still with us in 1989 who were 
moving to their third church,” recalls Judy Stanley. “Their 
whole life was the church. We wanted to honor them for 
everything they had done. We made them feel so special. 
And most of them are no longer with us.”

In 2018, as St. George celebrates its centennial, the par-
ish gives thanks for that special generation of 1948 who 
still keep alive precious memories of all three churches. 
May God grant you many years!

Looking Back Seventy Years: ... continued

view of our security measures. As part of the review, the 
Council consulted a security expert who advised that the 
Cathedral was at increased risk for an adverse event due 
to its high visibility, ease of access and ethnic association. 
While the Council was uniformly saddened that we live 
in a world where having an armed guard was considered 
to be necessary, it also felt that providing armed security 
during Liturgy was the most responsible action to take.  
God willing, we will never have an untoward incident and 
it is hoped that the primary effect of the police presence 
will be as a deterrent to anyone contemplating an act of 
violence against our community. The presence of a police 
vehicle as well as the presence of an officer is believed to 
offer very significant deterrent effect.

If you have any questions about this new situation, please 
feel free to discuss with Father Paul or Kent Murray, 
Council Chair.

security At st. GeorGe
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Centenn ia l  Celebrat ion & Fest i v i t ie s

Christ is Risen! Indeed is Risen!
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we’d love to have you join us!
by Traci Spencer

Community Support 

“for I was hungry and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger 
and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; 
I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you 

came to Me”     — Matthew 25: 35-36

Completed Projects
LENTEN DRIVE FOR CENTER OF HOPE
Our parish continued to give items to Center of Hope 
through April 22nd. Please take time to read three thank 
you letters sent from George Dinkel, Executive Director at 
The Center of Hope that are posted on the Community 
Support Bulletin Board. 

LORD’S DINER
On Sunday, April 15th, St George volunteers served the 
homeless in our community at the Broadway location. 
Please let Pat Milburn at 265-1380 if you can help! We 
serve the 3rd Sunday of every month. There is also a sign 
up sheet on the Community Support Bulletin Board. 

GUADALUPE CLINIC
St. George’s Community Support Committee gave $1,000 
to Guadalupe clinic on April 5th , to provide therapeutic 
sessions for their clients needing mental health assistance. 
Guadalupe Clinic is extremely grateful to be partnering with 
St. George to better assist the growing population of peo-
ple in our community dealing with mental illness who could 
not afford therapeutic intervention on their own.

LOOKING GLASS
St. George purchased a ten foot umbrella on April 5th to 
provide shade for one of their clients in a wheelchair. They 
provide a day service for people with a variety of disabili-
ties, such as cognitive, down syndrome, cerebral palsy, etc. 
They do a lot of instruction outside and the clients are sen-
sitive to the sun. They are very grateful to St. George for 
investing in their special population of clients. 

Commun i ty Corner

YOUNG AT HEART
On Tuesday, April 17th, 
the Community Support 
Committee hosted Bin-
go, food, and fellowship 
from 11:30-1:00 in the 
St. George Fellowship 
Hall.
 

What’s Coming Up ? 
ROYAL FAMILY KIDS
Help us in blessing Foster Kids with a birthday box for their 
summer camp with Royal Family Kids. Beginning Sunday, 
May 6, our teens will have a list of 50 foster kids- just 
gender and age- for you to provide a birthday box. You 
will spend only $25 per child on the entire box. Some ideas 
include: small stuffed animals, dolls, small balls, stationary/
notepads, small cars, coloring books, yoyo’s, hair band/
barrettes/ribbons, hand held games, story books, colored 
markers, crayons, pens, pencils, solar calculators, small 
puzzles, children’s jewelry/watches, art/craft supplies, 
small legos, finger nail polish, etc. Try to keep it fun for kids 
7-11 years of age. Do not include: candy/gum, toy guns/
weapons, flashlights/laser lights, clothing, or items to large 
to fit into a shoe box. Please visit the Teen SOYO table dur-
ing coffee hour or contact Grace Humsi at the church or 
Traci Spencer at 371-5599 if you want to help. Please put 
your items in a ziplock bag with gender and age listed on 
it. Bring the bags to the church by May 27th. We will have 
a box to put the ziplock bags in located by the Community 
Support Bulletin Board. 

THE TREEHOUSE
On Thursday, May 10th from 1:00p-3:00p, St. George vol-
unteers and Treehouse Board Members will meet at St. 
George to tie Treehouse advertisement cards to 200 roses. 
George’s French Bistro is giving a percentage of proceeds 
from his Mother’s Day sales to the Treehouse. Please 

continues page 7
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Commun i ty Support - cont 'd

Next Meeting Tuesday, May 8th
12:00 noon in the Conference Room.
We would love to have you join us!!

We meet the 2nd Tuesday of every month at noon. 
Please consider sharing your gifts and talents with 
our community. Please contact Traci Spencer at 

371-5599 if you would like to be involved. 

choose to eat at George’s French Bistro on Mother’s Day to 
support The Treehouse who ministers to mothers and chil-
dren in need. If you have any questions call Traci Spencer 
at 371-5599 if you would like to help. 

LORD’S DINER
On Sunday, May 20th, St. George volunteers will be serving the 
homeless in our community at the Broadway location from 
5-7:30p. Please let Pat Milburn know if you can help serve at 
265-1380. We serve the 3rd Sunday of every month. County 
students, in a safe and caring situation, as well as provides 
for their behavioral and social needs. Mark the date on 
your calendars. We will post the time as soon as it is decid-
ed. Please let Cindy Abdallah know if you can help at 351-
7678. We will have a sign up sheet on the bulletin board. 

KANSAS FOOD BANK
On Tuesday, May 29th, St. George volunteers will be sort-
ing canned food from 1:30-3:30 p.m. at the Kansas Food 
Bank, 1919 E. Douglas, that will be distributed to seniors 
and families in need. Please let Jane Evans know if you can 
help with this worthwhile cause at 636-2519.

SENIOR SERVICES
Susan Peters, Senior Services Board Member, will be 
attending the St. George Coffee Hour on Sunday, June 

3rd, to personally invite our entire parish to a private 
touring of their expansion of Senior services which is 
located at the old St. George location on 200 S. Walnut. 
So mark your calendars for Thursday, June 7, from 6-8 
p.m. at 200 S. Walnut. Their old kitchen currently can 
serve 900 meals to seniors but the new kitchen will be 
able to serve 3,000. We are thrilled to be supporting this 
essential ministry for the Wichita Senior Community. It 
will be a walk down memory lane for many of you who 
grew up at St. George on S. Walnut. The Community 
Support Committee plans to give a financial contribution 
toward having a St. George plaque displayed in the new 
facility. Please consider giving toward this plaque and 
the expansion of their services to seniors. 

May 2  Mid-Pentecost 
May 8  Apostle and Evangelist John the Theologian
May 11  Ss Cyril and Methodius, Equal to the Apostles 
May 16  Leave-taking of Pascha 
May 17  Ascension  
May 21  Ss Constantine and Helen, Equal to the Apostles  
May 25  Third Finding of the Head of John the Forerunner 
May 26  Saturday of Souls
May 27  Pentecost  

Saints and Feast Days in May
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Thank you to ALL who worked so hard to make Lazarus Saturday the best it’s ever been! 

Yaboy ! Paint Ball !

Lazarus Saturday


