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A New Year, A New Dawn?
				By Fr. Paul O’Callaghan

Most of our parishioners know that September 1 is the first
day of the Ecclesiastical New Year. This date conveniently falls right around Labor Day (the unofficial last day
of summer), the time schools go back into session, and
when church programs resume. It is poised right at a time
of transitions and new beginnings. So as we begin this new
church year, what is the lay of the land in our parish?
During late Spring and most of Summer, we saw greatly
reduced COVID infection rates, and thus we were able to
create and revive many parish programs. Church School,
SOYO, and YABOY were all active over the summer. Adult
Education sponsored a program on iconography in June.
Unlike last year, we had a Graduation Sunday program,
and the Missions Support Team hosted the Hoppe family
(missionaries to Albania) at a special coffee hour. Speaking
of coffee hour, many parishioners have been enjoying it
since it revived in the Spring.
Plans have been ongoing for this trend to continue into the
Fall. Annual Dinner Workdays are well underway. Fr. Calinic and his team have prepared a curriculum for a parishwide focus on the Gospel of Matthew. This will encompass
Adult Education programming, the higher grades of Church
School, and SOYO bible study. SOYO is also poised to
begin the Faithtree Relationship Project. Women’s Faith
and Growth has a new discussion leader and study book.
Men’s Theology Group is considering reactivating – and

more. Prospects for the new church year had been looking
bright – until now.
Unfortunately several weeks ago, after the late Spring-early
Summer lull, we saw COVID infection rates begin to spike
again locally with the arrival of the Delta variant. Hospitals began to fill up once again with seriously ill patients.
Reports of “breakthrough” cases of infection in vaccinated
persons became more widespread. Fear began to raise its
ugly head both within our parish congregation and in the
general populace. Calls began to be heard for a return to
restrictive policies regarding masking, social distancing,
and gatherings.
If this trend continues, our plans for a fresh start to parish programs this New Year may have to be curtailed.
Although we have seen infection rates start to slightly decrease in the past week or so, it is too early to conclude
that this will become a definite and general trend.
We had been hoping that this New Year would mark a
new dawn for parish life after it had been compromised
for a year and a half. We remain cautiously optimistic that
this will indeed be the case. To that end, please take note
of all the activity notices in this issue of the Messenger.
We pray that pandemic conditions will die down again,
and that our parish life will resume in full once again.
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Bulletin Board
Mabrook! Blessings !

Roger Cornish, 7/7
father of Chad Cornish
Dave Bayouth, 7/12
Thomas Jacob, 7/18

Shirley Liggett, 8/5
of Littleton, CO
(aunt of Marcia Bever & Kathryn Pace)
Dr. Ronald Stevens, 8/6
Sue Mosley, 8/12
(mother of Dr Mark Mosley)

Church School:

Registration for Church School will begin
next Sunday, August, 29 during Coffee
Hour. Electronic signups will also be
available. The first day of Church School
is on Sunday, September 19. We look
forward to having our youth back in the
classrooms this fall. This year’s Church School theme
is from the Gospel of Matthew: “ Unless you are converted and become like children, you will by no means
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. (Matthew 18:3)“

Teen SOYO, YABOY, OCF

Teen SOYO will resume with weekly Wednesday
meals & Bible study beginning on Wednesday, September 1 following Vespers. All those entering grades
7-12 are encouraged to join us.
OCF will begin weekly meetings
on Thursday, September 2 at
7:15p. OCF is open to all those of
college age.
YABOY will begin on Saturday,
September 11 with an outing to a Wichita Wind Surge
baseball game. YABOY will move to two meetings per
month during the school year and is open to all those
in grades 4-6. Please contact Ben Mosley to RSVP for
your ticket to the baseball game.

September FASTING
During this period, the normal fasting traditions
are observed: abstain from meat, poultry and
dairy products on Wednesdays and Fridays.
Saturday September 14th is a fast day, in observance of the Elevation of the Holy Cross .
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Many Years!

Memory Eternal

Births

Isabelle Paraskevi Farha, 7/8
daugther of Timothy and Danielle
Samuel David Learned, 8/22
son of Alex and Caroline

Women’s
Faith & Growth

Join us Thursday
September 9, 7:15p

in the Youth Center
for an evening of fellowship & faith
Beth Buerge is leading discussion
Studying “The Screwtape Letters”
book by C.S.Lewisl

Women’s Bible Study

A bible study group for all interested women
Beginning Wednesday, September 1, 1:30pm
and continuing every other week.
Currently on the Gospel of Luke chapter 11.
Meeting on ZOOM.
Please speak to Fr. Paul if you are interested in joining.

Fall 2021 Parish-Wide Educational Focus

The Gospel of Matthew

Adult Education – Wednesdays
following Vespers at 7:25pm – in
person and Zoom
Teen SOYO – Wednesdays
following Vespers and dinner,
alternating with “The Relationship Project.”
Church School – Teen and 3rd4th-5th-6th grade classes

Join us as we “dig deep” into the good
news given to us by St. Matthew!
SEP 2022

Bits and Pieces
The Indiction - Ecclesiastical New Year

The Indiction begins on the 1st of September and
is observed with special ceremony in the Church.
Since the completion of each year takes place, as it
were, with the harvest and gathering of the crops into
storehouses, and we begin anew from henceforth the
sowing of seed in the earth for the production of future
crops, September is considered the beginning of the
New Year. The Church also keeps festival this day,
beseeching God for fair weather, seasonable rains,
and the abundance of the fruits of the earth. The Holy
Scriptures (Lev. 23:24-5 and Num. 29:1-2) also testify
that the people of Israel celebrated the feast of the
Blowing of the Trumpets on this day, offering hymns
of thanksgiving. In addition to all the aforesaid, on this
feast we also commemorate our Saviour’s entry into
the synagogue in Nazareth, where He was given the
book of the Prophet Esaias to read, and He opened it
and found the place where it is written, “The Spirit of
the Lord is upon Me, for which cause He hath anointed Me . . . “ (Luke 4:16-30).
It should be noted that to the present day, the Church
has always celebrated the beginning of the New Year
on September 1. This was the custom in Constantinople until its fall in 1453 and in Russia until the reign
of Peter I. September 1 is still festively celebrated as
the New Year at the Patriarchate in Constantinople;
among the Jews also the New Year, although reckoned according to a moveable calendar, usually falls
in September. The service of the Menaion for January
1 is for our Lord’s Circumcision and for the memorial
of Saint Basil the Great, without any mention of its being the beginning of a new year.
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DUST
DUS
T AND IONS
IONS LIVE

Hosted by:

Regina Klenjoski Dance Company
and Alex Wakim - Composer/Pianist

Friday, September 17, 2021 at 5:30 PM
Wichita Grand Opera - 9112 E Central, Wichita, KS 67206

Music, dance, and poetry, all come together in a captivating
live performance of DUST AND IONS, with a portion of proceeds going to help the children of Lebanon and Wichita.

SEP 2022

Article

Preparing for the
Coming of Antichrist
Adapted from Your Soul Is Where Your Thoughts Are:
What 20th-century Elders Said about the Last Days
By Anastasia Parkhomchik August 3, 2021,
“The Catalogue of Good Deeds”
How did the Holy Fathers contemplate the last days
and the Second Coming of Christ? Surprisingly, they
viewed these events with joy. Below is a collection of
notable quotes from some of the most respected and
revered 20th-century saints on salvation in the last
days, the anti-Christ, finding joy and freedom from fear.
Invariably, the Holy Fathers advised that we treat the
prophecies of the modern elders with great caution.
By being prudent and alert, we can avoid many heresies and unnecessary fears. Elder Nikolay Guryanov
from Russia’s Zalit Island wrote with disdain, “What is
the use of terrorising people with images of an abyss
of evil? What good does it serve to talk about evil all
the time? Raising fear and creating anxiety will lead to
nothing good. People will break under all this pressure.
The anxiety has already escalated to existential fear.
Everyone is waiting in horror for the coming of the antiChrist and can think of nothing else but him and his
gruesome deeds. How unfortunate! People are afraid
of many things – physical death, destruction, persecution, or bereavement. Many have already lost their
minds over these fears, so what awaits them next?
God created us in His image and likeness; He wanted
us to remember that we are God’s servants and that
we should not tremble before the anti-Christ.”
When the Lord revealed to His saints the glimpses of
the future, His intent was not to instill fear. He wanted
it to be our sobering moment, a call to repentance,
an invitation to change our lives. “We must abide
fully by the Gospel, we must carry it in our hearts.
Treat it as your guide and measure your life against
it. Be honest and truthful. Stay pure. Work with a
prayer at heart. Do not spend all of your time speaking and thinking about the anti-Christ. Your soul is
where your thoughts are. Bad thoughts will do you
harm. Put your trust in God, and always have Him in
your mind,” taught Father Nikolay Guryanov.
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In the same vein, the elder Amilianos (Vafidis) of Mount
Athos who departed this life in 2019, advised the faithful to keep a living relationship with Christ and refrain
from thinking too much about the anti-Christ. Failing to
do so would make him, not Christ, the central figure of
our lives. “Worry not about the last days, the anti-Christ
and the signs of his coming. Remember: as long as we
have Christ in ourselves, the anti-Christ is powerless
to do us any harm. Concerning the day of judgment
at the end of our lives, he remarked, “I know that the
anti-Christ will come, and there will be the second coming of the Lord. But I do not know when it will happen.
Tomorrow? A thousand years later? I cannot know that.
But I am not concerned because I know that the second coming of the Lord will happen for all of us at our
last hour. That last hour is around the corner.”
So let us sustain our faith and trust in the Lord at all
times and cultivate virtues in our souls in preparation
for meeting Him. Let us begin this very moment.

Essential Education
It is extremely dangerous to develop – to educate –
only the understanding, the intellect, and to ignore the
heart. We must, above all, attend to the heart, for the
heart is life, but life corrupted by sin. It is necessary to
purify this life … so that it may direct all the thoughts,
desires, and inclinations of a person throughout his
life. Lack of spiritual education, of the development
and amendment of the heart, is a thousand times
more culpable than lack of mental education. For
an educated man given over to vices is a man whose
heart is hardened, and who is dead to God.
– Fr. John of Kronstadt
SEP 2022

Welcome Home

Welcome Home!
Matthew Sipp and family
After relocating to Kansas City and then Iowa
for employment reasons, Matthew and his six
children have returned to Wichita and our Cathedral parish. Following the tragic loss of his most
beloved wife Sandy, Matthew was able to secure employment at Spirit Aerosystems. We are
thankful that he and his family are once again a
part of our parish family!

Chris, Carrie and Grace Camden
Chris and I are from the Omaha area and moved to OKC
in 1995. We had a Lutheran upbringing but after moving to OK we raised our family in nondenominational
churches. We have four children - Dylan, Samantha,
Ben and Grace.
While living in OKC, our neighbor, Kelley Maguire, suggested we check out her church - St Elijah’s. It wasn’t a
good fit for us at the time but we didn’t forget the teaching we received.
We owned a heavy construction business in OKC and
decided to branch out into mining so we moved to Medicine Lodge, KS to open a gypsum quarry in 2012. We
sold that business and in 2019 moved to Wichita to be
closer to our college kids and decide where to go next.
We ended up loving it here and started reading a book
by Peter Gillquist called Becoming Orthodox. We started
attending online services in March of 2020 and are very
happy to be a part of the St George family!
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Community Support

Community Support

by Traci Spencer

we’d love to have you join us!
“for I was hungry and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger
and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me;
I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you
came to Me” — Matthew 25: 35-36

Completed Projects
THE LORD’S DINER

On Sunday, August 15th , St. George volunteers
served the homeless in our community from 5:007:30 p.m. Thank you for your heart for feeding the
homeless in our community. Join us the third Sunday
of every month to serve at The Lord’s Diner. Please
call Pat Milburn if you are able to serve.

Next Meeting
September 14th
12:00 noon in the Conference Room.

We meet the 2nd Tuesday of every month at noon.
Please consider sharing your gifts and talents with our
community. Please contact Traci Spencer at 371-5599
if you would like to be involved.
FOCUS NORTH AMERICA BACKPACK PROJECT

In June 2021, Community Support provided
$1200.00 for 48 backpacks with supplies (to assemble) for children in need in USD 259. Teen Soyo put
the supplies in each backpack on August 7, 2021 and
Ben Mosley delivered them to USD 259.

ROBIN’S HOUSE

In June 2021, Community Support gave $1,440.00
to Robin’s House, a brand new recovery home for
women started by Bill and Jane Vinyard and Ron
Messner. The $1,440 will go towards scholarships for
women who cannot afford a sober, supportive living
environment.
STARKEY

In June 2021, Community Support gave $750 to
Starkey to purchase the following items for the clients that they serve: a free standing porch swing, a
corn hole game, and gift cards that can be used to
purchase supplies for classes for their clients.
VICTORY IN THE VALLEY

In June 2021, Community Support gave $1,000 for 50
new patient bags for cancer patients. Then Community Support volunteers met and assembled the bags.

WICHITA CHILDREN’S HOME

During the month of August 2021, Community Support had a drive for the Wichita Children’s Home collecting items in need. Thank you for bringing items
of clothing that were outlined on the collection box.
You have made a difference in the lives of children
in need in our community.

What’s Coming Up ?
CASH FOR CLASSROOMS

The Community Support Team will provide $500
checks for three elementary schools and one high
school in USD 259 to provide for a variety of children’s
needs. Elena Somerhalder will graciously deliver the
checks to Anderson Elementary School, Enders Elementary School, Enterprise Elementary School, and
North High School in September 2021.We have developed relationships with each of these schools and
they are so grateful for our support every year.
HOPENET LANDSCAPE PROJECT
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We will be scheduling a landscaping project in September. St. George volunteers with help Jakob, Jakob Lawn Care (who is volunteering his time), remove grass, lay grass barrier material, secure it, and
put rock over it. Volunteers will need to wear work
gloves and bring shovels (if able).We will need 8-10
volunteers and it will be on a Saturday morning.
Please watch the weekly bulletin for a date soon; as
well as let Traci Spencer, 371-5599, know that you
SEP 2022
are interested in this worthwhile
project.

Missions

It’s Back!
The 86th Annual 2021
Lebanese Dinner & Food Sale

St. George Orthodox Christian Cathedral

Saturday, October 9th, 4-8 pm

Adults

- $20

Sunday, October 10th, 12-7 pm

Ch i ldren - $15
Chi
(age 10 & under)

T i ckets & Informati
Informat i on 316-636-4676
7515 East 13th St • www.stgeorgecathedral.net
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